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REPORT J 
Date. .Nec....2Othy,......19 39. 
Subject: AVthye Gottlieb - communication ..trom_Heble..Consulate..ceneral occ ce 


to eicetumen dal Catec December 1,.1939,. 


an rayare to the adveitisement that aspeared in 
ne North-Thina Daily Mews dated lLovaaber 23, 1939 
alling for youn: ladies avove sixteen years of age 
Oo Ve <Mjalec Lor au dancing: ansemble, leni:thy en- 
yuirievs have revealed that arthur Gottlieb, the 


Hun arian ox¢-inanaycr of the now defunct "Pelican" 


Nirht Club, had the intention os organizing a 


troupe oF cancers to tour :.on.:kong, Lanse, 
“etherlancs .ast Incies, !.alaya and India. THE 
Pesvonss to his advertisement has been ve ry poor 
anda nurerous obstacles have croppeé up since he 
SHIPENT Le the notice, he having; founc a 
eresent time in the shape of securing visae for travel 
to the locales mentioned. 

Sottlicb is quite an experienced man in the 
trainings of Gancingt trouves and he thorou;;hly knows 
ais business in the organization of such ensembles, 
and althoush in an interview he stated that he had 


inserted the advertisement on behalf of a Hungarian 


con Wins 


named Eelotai, now employed with the Cathay ilotels, 

there is little doubt that it was his intention to 
concuct the troupe for his own benefit. At any rate 

he has temporarily dropped the entire idea «nd is 

shortly returning to Tsingtao to arrange suitable 
accomodation for his mother, who is due to arrive in this 


city from murope in the near future. 
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Gottlieb is a refusee who has beer. in Shanvhai 


oSi Sere S4clVe ..wootns. tic ls quite a clever man and 
investigation shows that he is in jossession of a 
Laid Bows of Sash. x2 cannot be termec an honest 


indivictunal as a serusal of the attacheé fil: on his 
ight Club will show, but 
Gesplite his failings in this connection, the Cathay 
ce Deak 


Suak very nichls Gi bis 


Lusiness acumen anc re‘ard him more as 1 fool than 


-othing is known to this office of his activi- 
ties in .urope anc thousth he has seen fit to Ceclare 
to inc his innocence of the matter in which he was 
involved at the "xelican" he has versistently refused 
to nake any type of statement to the tolice. ne 
realizes full well that all his movernients are now 
recgareec voy this office with a certain anount of 
suspicion and shoule anything be leamec in the 
future that in any way reflets on his character, 


a subsequent report will be tmmeCciately submitted. 


Yue 
ae 


Db. 3S. 


D. C. (Special »ranch) 
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December 2, 39e 


Sir Herbert »hillips, K.C.M.Ge, O.B-E., 
H.B.k.. Consul-General, 
H.Belie Consulate General, 
SHANGHAI. 


COt TO RNENTIAL 


Dear Sir Herbert: 


In reply to your note of December l, 
1935S, in regard to an advertisement in the “North- 
China Daily ‘News", this is already urder investi- 
gation by the Speeial Branch. The advertiser, 
Gottlieb, was formerly Manager of "The Pelican", 
and was dismissed when it was found that his accounts 
were not in order, and he had been making considerable 
personal profits on the side. 


As I understand it, Sir Victor Sassoon 
gave no publicity in the matter owing to Gottlieb 
being a refugee, so this is, to sume extent, con- 
fidential. Further enquiries are being made and 
a veport will be forwarded to you. 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd. K. M. Bourne. 


Commissioner of Police. 


~ wasceenery 


vWajor K.¥. 


BRITISH CONSULATE-GENERAL, 
SHANGHAL 


Necemmor ist, 1939. 


Near Rourne, 

T encloses a copy of an atvertisement which 
anneared in the “orth tnina aily ‘ews on 
Tovemb.r 23rd. at best it sounds suspicious 
and at worst it savours of “hite Slave traffic. 
T understand from tne Advertising ‘anager of 
the “Torth hand A@ily Pers that Lt was inserted 
by one gottlieb, who resides at the address 
fliven, and that they were satisfied it was above 
voard. 7 jad difficulty hovever in eliciting 
the .rounds for tosir satisfaction, and T should 
be ,rateful if vou could look into tie matter 
ad 72h me know who this Gottlieh ~erson is and 
is the real nature of i:is activities. 

yours sincerely, 


POUrNE, MeCey 


SQommissioner of Police, 
Shanghai Municipal council, 
SUANGHAT. 


a er ce ELE earn ee 
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. SHANGHAI “MUNICIPAL POLICE. __ DIS CFE) 
Section I, Special Branch. <Z4p/ Sf 
ccaliiciniael Date December é,. ,, B94 


Subject Arthur GOTTLIEB, ex-manager of Pelican Night Club, Cathay Hotel. 


Made by D. S. Pitts. 


I attach herewith a copy of a state- 
ment signed by Arthur GOTTLIEB, Hungarian Jewish 
refugee, the former manager of the Pelican Night 
Club at the Cathay Hotel. 

The statement, which is in the form of 
a confession, is seif-explanatory and was made in 
the presence of Dr. QO. Fischer, well known local 
lawyer. 

This confession was the result of 
com:laints made by numerous patrons of the Pelican 
Nizht Club, especially in September and October 
of this year of the excessive prices being charged. 

On November 5, 1939 on instructions from 
the D. C. (Special Branch), GOTTLIEB was interro- 
gated by the undersigned in respect of these 
charges and his room in the Cathay Hotel was 
searched after he had been found trying to smuggle 


cigarettes and liquor from the hotel premises. 


The value of liquor and cigarettes 
found in his room amounted to $1857.20. 

The Cathay Hotel management, in the 
shape of Sir Victor Sassoon, did not desire to 


press home a charge in the event of GOTTLIEB H 


5A yA making a full confession. This was explained | 

. > | 
¥ we % to GOTTLIEB who, after he had discussed the matter i 
a i 

( per with his legal adviser, Dr. o. FISCHER, made the } 


attached statement in Fischer's office. 


At no time was GOTTI.IEB coerced into 
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making a confessicn. He was even advised that 


the miking of a statement was a purely voluntary 


gesture on his part. 


GOTTLIEB was discharged from the Pelican 


Night Club after making his stitement and is now 


living at 7 Columbia Road. 


D. C. ( Special Branch ). 


SHANGHAI, November 9, 1959. 


vianuger, 
Cuthay Hotel Ltd. 
Shangnai. 
bear . irs 
nererring tc my position 4s wunager of the Licen 


wiggnt Glub snd to the unlrortunate haspenings wnere I wish to 


mike ti Lolliwinm, statement: 
ue I admit that I have sur-chargecu bilis of some of 
tue guests iu iiy cupacity os wcenager of thu lican iiicht Club. 
ra when th. sur-charge wus mude on cilirs, civaretues, 
OOLLa: S Vs die aqua Jnanmpague, L usca to teke a part of the s:-me 
us GY Yous 
S$, 2 uiso sumit that 1 have surch:rgea some of the bilis 


’ 


of guests with drinks seirveu by the @lass, such as jhiskey-soda, 
Branay-oua, sivueurs, etc. .or these urinks I used to keep 4n 
account with the gar Boy ena .hen tu: value of such drinks amounted 
Lo a certain sum, to cover two or three bottles of “hiskey, etc. 
I took out of the ber nearly as many bottles as would cover the 
amount of the individuai overcharged drinks. 

4) That I have been doing this overcharging of bilis 
either with full bottles or with separate drinks since on or about 
the 15th March 1939 and huve continueu at intervals so to do up to 


the time of my dismissal. 


af 


5) Thav tue bvotties thus renoved by me to «y room 
No.62. Cathay Hotei, are those found there on Gunday, 5th 
November, viz. lu votties Boliinger, 5S vottles Pommery e Greno, 
Vintage, 1 bottle rommery © Greno sec, 3 votiles Veuve CLliccuot, 
2 oottses Berncasteler, to wnich nave to be suued the botil s round 
in ny possession when leaving the Hotei, ubout L2.3Uu pem. on Sunday, 
Sth .<ovember 1s3so, viz. 2 botvles Aartéelis's srendy, 1 bottle Gordon 
win, Sb Craven "3." Ulgarettes (20's; anu uvourt 1 bottle of wed vine, 
o-Y% botties Liruors ona .biskey wiich . save to third parties as 
Ppres€nts and e£-d votvles of Lisuors wiie:, were consumed in my roo. 
£0P H1i Obi PY arinks coOusume. Ln uy roo 1] heve duLy signed chits 
EtF WHS Shinde « 

o) i sweer enc couliru that I have not solu neither 
duciue nor outsiue or tne Hotes any of these goods but except 
winese Lound in ay rooau ana/or cousumea there i have mage presents 
of the same vo irecuus anu/or relugers, not KloOwing, wnether such 
DerSous wore using thes for their owi. Consumption or Vor any other 
purposes. it is vor this very reason that 1 Vell ena was under 
the impression thot © wes sot steering, or doing anytning iilegaL 
in making these surcharges end resoving thc dvottles to my room 
and L therelore in no way whatsoever have been acting for the 
purpyoses of personal prorit or gein. 

My sole intention and aim was to increase the takings 
of the 2eciecan ight Club, uot deriving thereby even an increase 


in my share ot commission as the turnover reached by me was much 


more than twice than required. 


a Gice 


7) %I an now absolutely conviucea that nu one of the 
wan: gement knew ot my doings und I dcepiy and sincerely resret 
tue great ana fooilien mistadce made vy me tna i beg for the 
leniency of the Lirectors of the Cethsay Hotel utd. for not 
putting th: ceuse in Court owing to my situation as « .efucee, 
heving my witte to subcort tnd also my motoer :- nd sister vor 
wnom 4 have ootuined & Lindings permit in shanghai rrom the 
mhenguai sunielpui Gowunwelsa. 


8, Ll turthermore anu finally declare that I have no 


Cleida of whatever Kind or ueture against tie Cathay Hotel Ltd. 


Yours faithfully, 


(Signed by Mr.A.Gottlieb (Sed) Arthur Gottlieb 


in my presence 
"Dr. Ae Fischer" 
Barrister~-at-Law.e 
Sh angphai, 9th November 1939). 


ET 
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Near Bourne, 

“any thanks for your letter of Necember the 
21st forvardin;: a cony of a renort on the subject 
of Gottlieb. 

Ti would annear from tnis renort that 
Gottlieb is experieneed in the training of 
dancing, trounes, and that there is accordingly 
no reason to believe trat ne had any ulterior 
wotive in inserting the advertisement im question. 
Tn these circumstances T propose to take no 
further action in the matter. 

"it... many thanks for your assistance, 


Yours Sincerely, 


He-e-2- Prem tr = 


"ajor Ke Pourne, M.C. 

SomeLas weer of Polic 

Shanghai *unicinval 
SUATGHAT. 
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December 21, 59. 


Sir Herbert Phillips, K.C.M.G., O.B.E., 
H.B.M. Consul General, 
H.B.M. Congulate-General, 
SHANGHAT. 


Dear Sir Herbert: 


Further to my note of December 2, 1959, 
I forward herewith copy of report concerning the 
activities of Gottlieb. 


Yours sincerely P 


Sd. K. M. Bourne. 
Commissioner of Police. 


Iw/e 


December 21, 39. 


Sir Herbert Phillips, K.C.M.G., O.B.E., 
H.B.M. Consul General, 
H.BeNMe Consulate-Ceneral, 


SHANGHA TI. 


Dear Sir Herbert: 


Further to my note of December 2, 1959, 
I forward herewith copy of report sconcerning the 
activities of Gottlieb. 


Yours sincerely 


Sd. K. M. Bourne. 
Commissioner of Police. 
Iw/. 
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